DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

see her off. The Queen had begged her not to listen
to mischievous tales brought to her about William, but
in this self-torturing mood she could not resist hearing
them and retorting with bitter criticism of him, and
on her return to Germany the mischief went on as
before. It was still the obliteration of her husband's
memory that wounded her so deeply. She thought it
heartless of William to move into Friedrichskron and
occupy the rooms she and her husband had used : he
ought to have left the house empty for a year. It was
agony to her to go there and see their old servants
still in their places, and the life of the younger genera-
tions flowing on uninterrupted : the room where her
husband had died was used as a passage-room, and
strangers passed through it, laughing and chattering.
The anniversary of his death came round, and she could
neither forgive nor forget the callous disregard of
his wishes, the heartlessness, the treacheries, the in-
dignities. And the sense of her own loneliness over-
whelmed her, a few friends remained loyal and her
three younger daughters, but her elder children
had been brought to believe that she was " a
conspirator against Germany and a traitor to her
country."

The Empress's long stay in England with its special
honours had been an adequate object-lesson to
William as to his grandmother's sympathy with her,
and now in view of the serious ill-feeling between
Germany and England, the Queen was persuaded to
let him pay her a visit. She was most reluctant; she
thought that he would not have a very cordial recep-
tion, that he ought to apologize first for his odious
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